
Matthew 

Chapter 13:24-30, 36-43 

Parables – The Parable of Wheat and Tares 
 

Many scholars believe Matthew is actually broken into 5 sections 

1. Sermon on the Mount = chapter 5-7 – for the multitudes 

2. Healings thru faith = chapters 8-9 culminating in chapter 10 = for Disciples, pulled into the Kingdom call 

3. Chapter 13 = parables, for both 

4. Chapter 18 = teachings about the community of following Jesus 

5. Chapter 23-25 = almost like the second Sermon on the Mount before He dies  

 

* Review point of Parables 

a) Halakah or halakic teaching = generally defined as legal rulings 

b) Midrash = what we would call Biblical exposition or interpretation 

c) Haggadah 

* Review reference to Is. 6 passage from previous week 

* Review 6 parts: 

1. Prolegomenon – prepares = “To what may the matter be compared”, or  “The Kingdom of heaven is like…” 

2. Intro of the cast 

3. Plot of the story 

4. Conflict 

5. Conflict resolution 

6. Call to decision or application – quite often a call to repentance 

* Anyone remember the concept of the “Twin Parables” and associated passage? 

Just for kicks, let’s read the 2 passages and the possible other associated parable before we begin this morning 

• Luke 9:51-55 

• Luke 12:49-53 

• Matthew 13:47-50 

• Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

Go thru the 6 parts…what are they? 

What is this parable about? 

In the literature of their day, the scene of a judge separating the righteous from the wicked permeated the scene 

 

Why are the tares problematic? 

Look just like wheat until they come to full growth 

Why can’t you just pull them up? 

What is the risk of NOT pulling them up? 

Actually steal nutrients, risk having wheat choked out 

But because the roots are intertwined, the risk is greater to pull them 

What does this mean? Why is this significant? 

Why is this important? What does this mean? What does this say about God? 

God is super patient 

And these parables are about waiting – dough, seed growing 

Also frustrating in some ways as you see what the wheat is up against 

What does this say about the Kingdom? 

Messier than we think, did just explode onto the scene and all is done 

This idea of using wheat and tares was not original 

Brad Young, Parables, pg. 285 bottom 

With this in mind, and with what we have learned about the 2
nd

 Temple period, what did the Jews expect in Messiach? 

Immediate judgment, end time entered in immediately, Israel’s immediate rule, etc. 

Who might Jesus be speaking to in His day? 

• Luke 3:16-17 

John thinks commonly these events will happen together 

Brad Young, Parables, pg. 286, 287 top 

How is this different than the parable? What is God’s heart in all this? How do you know? 



What is the problem with these parables of Israel? 

God has ALWAYS given people time to repent 

Noah and flood, Tower of Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah, Ninevah, Israel with Assyria, Judah with Babylon 

God has always allowed time because His heart desires healing 

* Remember again from last week with Is. 6, desire is understanding and repentance 

How did this happen? Why would someone do this? 

Apparently this really occasionally happened 

They even discovered Romans laws against such acts 

 

What does the owner do to fix the issue? What does it take to do this? 

 

Anyone know how wheat was separated in antiquity (still done today in near east some places)? 

Threshing floor, toss wheat in air, wind blows off chaff and stubble, burn it 

 

One more thought 

Many believe this whole idea of fire with judgment came from the time of Noah 

After the flood, God promises He won’t flood like that again as judgment 

• Genesis 9:11 

God then seems to turn towards fire 

• Genesis 19:24 

May even be that is what Jonah had in mind 

• Jonah 3:4 

 

Hillel had this to say, “Reflect upon 3 things; and you will not come upon the power of sin. Know where you came 

from, where you are going, and before whom you will in the future have to give an account and reckoning.” 

 

One more quick question. What does/should this reference to the “Son of Man” remind you of in the OT? 

Dan. 7- One is given the right to judge, fiery furnace of Dan. 3 

 

• Matthew 13:47-51 

Literally a siene 

Ancient painting in Egypt dating back to 3000 BC 

The seine is a 250 to 300-meter-long piece of netting three to four meters high at its wings and eight meters high at the 

center. The foot rope is weighted with sinkers with cork floats 

The net is spread a hundred meters or more from the shore and parallel to it, and hauled in by a team of as many as 

sixteen men with towing lines attached to each end 

• Habakkuk 1:14-15 

 

Matthew 13:48, the "bad" fish were the catfish which, because they had no scales, could not be eaten according to the 

Mosaic dietary laws, and the "good" were all the others in the catch. 

Leviticus 11:10 

 

This whole slow process of the Kingdom, how might this affect us and our thinking?  

During times when you LONG for God to act, we MUST remember He already has 

We are simply waiting for the full outworking of the Kingdom to take affect 

For the wheat to fully grow 

Two ways to think: 

N.T. Wright – Matthew for everyone – pg 173 

 


